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Chapter League. All again were active in securing the reduction
___"   of their contributions to its expense, originally on the
analogy of the Postal Convention fixed on the basis of
equality of status with the United Kingdom. The issue
of minorities was one of the grounds stressed by Mr.
Dandurand as interesting Canada, and in 1928-29 he
showed Canadian appreciation of the help given to
Canada's election to the Council in 1927 by pressing
for the fairer treatment of petitions from minorities,
greater publicity of procedure, and generally a more
sympathetic outlook.
In economic issues the Dominions have been nar-
rowly national, as was inevitable from their history.
At the Assembly of 1920, as against the British Govern-
ment Mr. Rowell bitterly protested against the idea
that the League could concern itself with the question
of the distribution of raw materials, though obviously
in a comprehensive survey of national relations such
questions are of grave moment. The idea of any dealing
by the League with immigration has always excited
fears in Australia, which Mr. Latham voiced in 1926
when the question of the Economic Conference was
mooted. The Conference wisely left migration alone,
but its attitude towards customs tariffs drew in 1928
from Mr. McLachlan the strong opinion that the issue
was outside the sphere in which the League could wisely
venture, a view which for the Irish Free State Mr.
Blythe naturally countered. But he condemned the
idea that tariffs all round should be reduced as unfair
to the Free State with her too low tariff, which she
must certainly increase, since industrialisation of the
State to a certain degree was essential for a more just
balance of productive activity. Australia and the Free